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Synopsis

Follow the joy ... and the pain ... in this upbeat tale of how Alan and Colleen rewrote the sunset of
their lives by moving to Spain. Living in a small flat in the south of England, the pair decided they
needed to change their lifestyle A¢a -4 ce there had to be more than work/eat/sleep. Even having
lived in other countries over the years, neither of them could foresee just what they were
undertaking when they gave up their jobs, sold everything in the UK and bought a semi-ruin in the
mountains of Andalusia. Alan, a Chief Engineer in the Merchant Navy, could turn his hand to
anything. Colleen, a Mother and Office Manager, could attempt everything. Between the two of
them, doing all the work by themselves, they converted the old almond farm into a thriving,
holiday-rental business for a specialised market: all the other people who really wanted to escape
from the UK, even if only for a holiday. The tale starts at the very beginning, when the idea was just
a small seed in their minds and works its way through all the stages to fruition. This is definitely NOT
a A¢a -A“how-toA¢a -As book. Technical explanations offered by the Chief Engineer have been
cut short by the Mother. In fact there are many instances where it is more of a

A¢a -A“how-not-to-do-itA¢a —As book. Written generally in a light-hearted manner, the book
reflects not only the sheer, hard work that it takes to succeed when living on top of a mountain in
Andalusia but also some of the fun to be had along the way. Photos accompanying this book can be

found on: www.finca-chiquitita.com
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Customer Reviews

Colleen and Alan Gosling moved to Andalucia, Spain in 2003 having found their dream home: a

farmhouse with no water, no electricity and in dire need of some TLC. Happiness followed - plus a



book to thank all their guests for laughing at their anecdotes.

| got the e-book version of this and therefore no photos included so | had to go online to "see" some
of the things that were explained in the book. | enjoyed it, it wasn’t stunning and didn’t flow
particularly well as a story but interesting none-the-less and | would recommend it :) Sounds like an
idylic place to live, her husband is the ultimate handy man which proves very useful, a good read for

a book in the 'make a new life in a different country’ genre.

Having visited Finca Chiquitita this book accurately portrays the magical place perched on a hillside
just above malaga and about a world away from the hordes! It is an easy but entertaining read
which | am enjoying. It should be read by anyone thinking of buying a run down property in Spain to
see the difficulties but also the rewards!
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